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The Huntington Beach Art Center (HBAC) is 

celebrating its “Year of Women in the Arts” with the 

last exhibition in this important exhibition series. 

2017 marks a special year, as for the first time in its 

history, the Art Center is dedicating an entire series 

of contemporary exhibitions to the recognition of 

female artistic talent. Looming Spaces is the third, 

and final, exhibition in this series celebrating women 

in the arts, exploring weaving through the vision of 

four contemporary fiber artists whose works address 

contemporary, cultural and environmental issues. 

Featured artists are Ashley Blaylock, Dawn Ertl, Annette Heully, and Consuelo Jimenez Underwood. The 

Public Opening Reception is on September 23rd from 6:30-9 pm. 

 

In response to the historical disparity in representation and recognition of women in the arts, HBAC has 

committed all three of this year’s contemporary exhibitions to providing opportunities for female artists to 

display their works. Looming Spaces explores the influences of weaving and fiber arts in contemporary 

art practice by female artists. Inspired by traditional techniques and craft-based art forms, these 

contemporary artists have created fiber and mixed media works that pay homage to the past while 

addressing current issues and aesthetic concerns. Each artist addresses contemporary, cultural and 

environmental issues with works that range from large site-specific installations to hand woven wall 

tapestries. 

 

Fiber art refers to fine art where the mediums and materials consist of natural or synthetic fibers and other 

components, such as fabric or yarn. This art focuses on the manual labor and the artistic process of 

creation thus lending to the works’ significance and prioritizes aesthetic value over utility. The term “fiber 

art” came into use by curators and art historians to describe this type of work following World War II and 

by the 1960s and 70s there had been an international revolution in fiber art. This rise of fiber art was tied 

closely to the women's movement of the same era because of the traditional association of women with 

Detail of site-specific fiber art installtion by Annette Heully. 



textiles in the domestic sphere and many of the most prominent fiber artists during that time were 

women.1 Since the 1980s, fiber art has seen many iterations and has become more conceptual and 

contemporary while addressing current conversations around politics, environmental concerns, and 

cultural and social issues facing gender equality. 

 

Kate Hoffman, Director at the Huntington Beach Art Center, states that, “From the concerns of 

underrepresentation of women in the arts, we also chose to explore the distinction between fine art and 

craft, especially with the idea that fiber arts and weaving have traditionally been considered something in 

the domestic sphere and ‘women’s work.’ We want to explode this myth by celebrating women in fiber art 

who have broken this mode of tradition by creating contemporary interpretations with the use of this 

medium.” 

 

Fiber art has a longstanding tradition of being rooted in craft but has now been elevated onto a 

contemporary and fine art platform. By giving the viewer an aesthetic awareness of the changing attitudes 

of our times and culture, fiber art engages us to view beyond the confines of a loom and delve into a 

deeper experience where it can transform our environments.  

 

The Huntington Beach Art Center is a community arts and cultural center serving Huntington Beach and 

the Southern California region.  The Center presents the works of artists producing in all mediums, 

techniques, and genres. Through exhibitions, performances, film/video screenings, lectures and 

educational programming, HBAC serves to advance public awareness and understanding of cultural, 

historic, and contemporary perspectives. HBAC creates opportunities for local, regional and national 

artists, and the community, to share in a climate of experimentation, education and experience. 

 

The Huntington Beach Art Center is a public/private partnership between the City of Huntington Beach 

and the Huntington Beach Art Center Foundation. During its 20 years of operation, the Art Center has 

achieved a regional and national reputation for featuring the work of emerging artists from all 

backgrounds and viewpoints. For more information call (714) 374-1650. 
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Related Exhibition Events: 
 
Public Reception: September 23 | 6:30 – 9 pm 
 

                                                 
1 Baizerman, Suzanne (2004). "California and the Fiber Art Revolution". Textile Society of America Symposium Proceedings. 
Retrieved 22 May 2013. 



The Huntington Beach Art Center is celebrating women in the arts with three exhibitions that showcase 
locally, nationally, and internationally recognized female artists. Looming Spaces is the third, and final, 
exhibition in this series. It explores weaving through the vision of four contemporary fiber artists whose 
artwork addresses contemporary, cultural, and environmental issues. Featured artists are Ashley 
Blaylock, Dawn Ertl, Annette Heully, and Consuelo Jimenez Underwood. 
 
 
Art for Lunch: October 12 | 11:30 am – 1:30 pm 
 
Art for Lunch is a free event, open to the community. Patrons can enjoy their lunch in the galleries while 
enjoying the current exhibition Looming Spaces. Complimentary drinks and desserts will be provided. 
 
 
 
Huntington Beach Art Center Information 
Gallery Hours 
T-Th: 12 – 8 pm | Fr: 12 – 6 pm | Sat: 12 – 5 pm 
Closed Sun, Mon & most holidays. 
 
538 Main Street | Huntington Beach, CA 92648 
(714) 374-1650 | artcenterstaff@surfcity-hb.org 
http://www.huntingtonbeachartcenter.org/ 


